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RIGHT HONOURABLE 


CHARLES JAMES FOX. 


RIGHT HONOURABLE sIR, 


I SHALL not apologize for giving you 

information on a ſubject on which 
you cannot have had mach; In the ſixth 
page of your printed Bill, for the better 
Government of the Afiatic Territorial 
Poſſeſſions, there is a fhort paragraph, 
forbidding all Monopohes at Bengal indiſ- 


eriminately: This, Sir, may have been 
inſerted, from a defire of doing all that 
was right. I fhall not controvert the 


principle ; but in practice, I am convinced 
e that 
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that it will prove as pernicious, with re- 
ſpe& to the general trade of Bengal, as 
laying open the trade to India would be to 
this country. 


Tux preſent plan for ſupporting the 
home-made Bengal Salt Trade, by ex- 


N cluding the importation of foreign ſalt, is 


the leaſt oppreſſive to the people, and 
moſt productive to Government, that ever 
was thought of : It produces a clear and un- 
dppreſſive revenue of five hundred thouſand 
pounds per annum; againft which there 
never was, nor does now exiſt, a fingle 
complaint from the Natives. Such a plan 
ſhould not, on the idea of making things 
better, be agam thrown into confuſion, / 

The private pretenders to that trade will 
avail themſelves of your clauſe, and again 


therevenue on ſalt will be ruined, if not quite 
loſt. On an average, all the kingdom over, 


the natives of Bengal eat ſalt twenty-five. 
| | per 


* 


0 


5 
per cent. cheaper than the poor of this 


country do. If you propoſe revenue from it, 
do not attempt to mend what is already well. 


Or1vM is not a neceſſary of life, and is, 
beſides, a buſineſs ſtill leſs underſtood in this 
country than the Salt Trade. Monopoly 


| 
| 
is a term out of repute: To ſay that an 
article of commerce is monopolized, is to 
damn it at once. No examination 1s en- 

tered into; no evidence called ; the name | 
1s a bad one by which that branch of | | 
commerce exiſts; to get rid of the name, | 
the commerce itſelf muſt be deſtroyed. 
In defiance of the Ninth Report, or of 
nine thouſand ſuch Reports, I will give 
you a ſhort but true hiſtory of the Opium 
Trade, in order to prevent your doing, under 
the whi/ling of a name, a thing that muſt 
again be undone, or the Opium Trade of 
Bengal will be ruined and loſt, 
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Parna Opium is a drug fought for 
and uſed by all the inhabitants of the 
Eaſtern fide of India, including the Em- 
pire of China: It is one of the beſt articles 
of the export trade of Bengal; the loſs of 
which would be. moſt ſenſibly felt in every 
department of the Government: It is one 
of thoſe articles of commerce the moſt 
ſubject to adulteration of any that exiſts; 
not ten perſons in the hundred, who pur- 
chaſe it for exportation, know whether it 
16 good or bad; and that, at all times, 
has made it neceſſary, that the perſons 
who have the care of manufacturing of it 
in the Provinces, ſhould have ſome check 
over the Cultivators, and not fuffer theny 
to pack up any but what was ſtandard 
good, and marketable abroad. This, at 
all periods of time when the Government 
was ſettled and quiet, has induced the 
neceſſity of granting an excluſive right to 
ſome capital Merchant, of the Trade in 

I : | Opium; 
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Opium ; and their own intereft made it 
indiſpenſibly neceſſary for them to ſend it 
good and unadulterated to the ſea- port 
town, that is, to Calcutta And it often 
happened, that the Monopoliſt warranted 
it not only good, but that it ſhould keep 
ſo for a certain time; and under this 
ſanction, the trade was carried on during 
the Government of the Moors, and pro- 
duced rich returns, in tin, gold, and : 


other articles of merchandize, into Bengal. 


Wirz the government of the Provinces, 
the Opium Trade fell into the hands of the 
Engliſh ; and every man who pleaſed be- 
came a dealer in Opium. The neceſſary 
check having been removed by the 
change of Government, the Opium be- 
came ſo much debaſed, that many people 
were ruined, by the ſophiſticated ſtuff 
which they bought for Opium; and the 
Trade in Opium from Bengal was almoſt 
loſt. 
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loft. At length, in 1773, Governor Haſtings 
interpoſed, and tried yarious modes to bring 
it back to its primitive goodneſs ; and after 
ſome time, the excluſive management 
of it was given to an Individual, wha 
was to deliver it at Calcutta, to the Com- 
pany, at a certain price, warranted good, 
This ſcheme was adopted, when General 


Clavering's majority prevailed in the Go- 


vernment ; and it was given by them, in 
Contract, to their friends. By this means 
the Opium recovered its primitive goodneſs: 


And thes a branch of trade, highly bene- 


ficial to the kingdom, was — ge 
nobody : was injured, 


Ar length ie happened; that (the tigs 
of the Contract expired; and it was given 
by Governor General Haſtings to one 


of his friends, on the very ſame terms 


as it had been before given by General 
Clavering 


-— Ghav vering to one of his. You are fo ficatigies; 
Sir; to the clamour which has been 
raiſed on this head; againſt Mr: Haſt- 


ings: If you cari prove him guilty of any 
crime; do not only bring him away, but 
hang him: If he is the Delinquent de- 
ſcribed by your friend, in his Ninth Re- 


port, do not ſpare him: A better example 


fever can be found: It will ſtrike terror 


into others.: But let the Opium Trade exiſt: 


It is neceſſary to the well⸗being of Bengal. 


To mark it as 4 Monopoly in your Bil, will 


be to deſtroy it: Is it fo very eaſy to find 
Honeſt; diſintereſted men in this country, 
to go out to govern juſtly arid equitably 
that immenſe Empire; and ſo very hard to 
find a few mien 1n the whole Company 8 
ſervice at Bengal, who may be ſtationed at 
the Patna Factory, to receive the poppy 


juice of the Province, at a reaſonable prices 
from the Cultivators; and ſee it properly 
manufactured for exportation ? Never be- 
lieve i it, + Sir. If Opium Contractors ſound 

C N 
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ſo odious in the ears of the Britiſh, Senate, 
all them Commiſſioners of the Opium 
Manufacture. Do any thing, but again lay 
open, and again deſtroy ſo beneficial a 
branch of commerce. Well choſen names 
have wonderful effects on half. informed 
minds: Cromwell wiſely rejected that of 
Dictator, and took the ſofter one of Pro- 
tector. Alas Sir, in the rage of Refor-- 
mation, attempt not too much! In the 


Act of 1773, Europeans were forbid to 

trade in the Provinces of Ben gal, for Rice, 

on juſt as erroneous an idea as this of lay- 

ing open the Opium Trade; but the Go- 
vernment Mens who knew that | the ex- 

ſuch a corn ae BI en and es is: 

was the Europeans who, exported all that 

£2 was exported, connived at their purchaſing, 


grain in the Provinces. But no Government 


can connive at a Monopoly, nor Carry it 


„ „ 


into execution, in chat country, in direct 
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b deflance of a lawof this. So, Sir, 1 ſay 
again, 0 not tie your new Government 
up too 'Hoſe, irl matters of Commerce: 

Leave ſomething t to your Councils of State 
in Aſia. The ſeat of Empire is too far off, 
and the Legiflative Powers of this country: 
too flow-in their motions, to apply to for 
reef in all matters of Commerce. 


— 
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Fun Clauſes rkathve to the EPR "I 
of Zemindars, are ſo ' prodigiouſly* looſe, 
that vaſt confuſion and diſorders wall ens! 
ſue therefrom, as they now ſtand. Shun 
retroſpection as much as you can, in 4 
eountry;! Where to Hyeax to any thing that! 
will be to a man's advantage, is held ag, 
lightly as an Elechon ar a Cuſtamrhouſe 
Oith' ſeems to bei ini this country. Ten 
thouſand Nundcomars will ariſe; who ſhall 


ſiveat, that the man in poffeſſion obtaine ined. 
His farm by bribery ; and ar tho fame mo- 
ment offer large dribes to buy him vut. 


— 
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In ſhort, Sir, the Bill, as it now ſands, 
in pages nine and ten, ſeems to me to be 
calculated to revive the ſpirit of litigation 
amongſt the natives, againſt every man 
who at any time has held authority over 
them, i in the Company's ſervice. How far 
that authority. was or was not legal, is 
left to the determination of the Supreme 
Court at Bengal, and the Mayor's Court 
every. where elſe : And I defy the art of 
man to mark out a more extenſive field for. 
the Lawyers, now in India and going 
there, to ſhew their talents in, The con- 
fuſions of 1774 are well known ; and you 
have adrnitted, that to eſtabliſh the laws 
of England in India, was an attempt ab- 
ſurd in ãdea, and found to be impoſſihla in 
practice. but you wiſh to infuſe the ſpirit 
of the Engliſh laws into the natives of 
Eindoſtan. 1 with { too, Sir; but from 
long experience. I am convinged, that it 
u be done by flow — and with 


more 
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more temper than your preſent Bill poſe” 
ſeſſes. Draw dawn your line of oblivion} 
as cloſe to the date of year Act as poſſible z. 
mark crimes which may. happen ; but 
do not leave it to Lawyers to find evi- 

dence | in India, to prove tranſactions long 
| fince paſſed, criminal by your preſent. 
a Bill operating as a law er 22 Halle, 
If you do, you may inſpire the Indians with 
every particle of the litigious ſpirit of your 
laws; but the equality, juſtice, modera- 

tion, and equity of them, will eſcape their 
notice, in the litigious altercation and diſ- 
orders which wilt inevitably ariſe, 
1 nave a right to ſay of your Bill, Sir, 
whilſt it is yet a Bill, and not a Law, that 
it ſavors too much of Prejudice, and the 
ſpirit of Party: The eager defire to crimi- 
nate ſome few individu als, whom you 
deem Delinquents, 18 covered over with 
we plea of ext and Ss to the 


Natives 


42 Dees ce eat ——ů— — —— - —— 
- 


— en 


Ci) 
Natives af Inidia. In God's name, let then 
Have all tlie jaſtice in the” Power of the Le. 
giſlature to give therm, but do not let looſe 
the. Dogs of Law on yourowh Counttymen | 
in India, it order to prove bold aſſertions, 
held fortli im the ſpirit” of Patty in this 
country. | In ſhort, Sir, let your 'Laws' 
breathe | the true ſpirit of a Britiſh 
Senate, and not that of the ſchool of 
Draco: Send your new Governors with 


8 | 
an Olive Branch in one "hand; and an 


Ad of "lod 3 in the: other trüſt 
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them with a little, more power on the 
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ſpot, if you think chem worth ' trult- 


ing at, All, at ſuch an immenſe diſ- 


tance; or all will continue to be confu- 
ſion and diſorder ; 35 Appeal upon, Appeal 
Will be the annual returns, from your, 


Territorial Poſſeſſions. Again, I fay,. that 


your, preſent Territorial Bill 18 betſer e cle 


j . 


aulated for the Pefenge, of .a Party, than, . 
an Act of the whole Britiſh Legiſlature, 
intended 


(08-7 
utended to raiſe the hopes and drown the 
fears of Twenty. Millions. of People. In 
order to conyince. the, people of Aſia of 


your good intentions. towards. them, vou 
proſcribe your own. countrymen. Is this 
policy, or paſſion? THF Te INE AO 

Now 1 have the pen in hand, I will in- 
form you of a few facts. Newſpapers are 
as much read in Aſia as in London: The 
Indians have them of their own. Mr. 
Wood fall's Paper is almoſt as famous there 
as it is here. Many of the Morning Chro- 
nicles, for the month of November, are 
already packed up for Aſia; and Mr. 
Jackall's (for ſo they will call you) ſpeeches. 
againſt the Eaſt- India Company and their 


Servants, and in favour of the poor In- 
dians, will be rendered into all the lan- 
guages of Hindoſtan; and your fame be 
ſpread from the Indus, if not from the Eu- 
phrates, to the Ganges. I Will not fay, 

that 


66) 
that 21 of them are honeſter mem thai 
you are, yet they often do | put very 
good colours on very bad actions. 
Though I never knew one of them any 
thing like your equal in Oratory and 
Eloquence, believe me, Sir, they are very 
good Politicians; and they will quote Mr. 
Jackall's ſpeeches againſt the Company, 
in as many modes and ways, as yoit 
could and have done yourſelf: John 
Company, they will ſay, has all along 
deceived them; they now kiiow to be 
true what Mr. Philip Francis has often 
told them; that he (John Company) had 
no intereſt at the Engliſh Durbar z that 
it was made clear to them, that John was 
an old impudent Bankrupt raſcal; for 
Mr. Jackall had proved him to be ſo in 
fifty places, in his moſt humane and ex- 
cellent ſpeeches. Believe me, Sir, that 
you have made the name of the Eaſt 
India Company, a name of reproach 


eee 
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over Aﬀia, and yet you leave the Gon! 
pany ſtanding. Not only the Commerte 
of the country is to be carried on, but 
the Revenues are to be collected; 1 
War and Peace are ſtill to be made in 
their name, and by Men in India called 
their Servants. When 1 ſaw Sir john 
Lindſay with 4 Red Ribbon about his 
neck, complimenting the Nabob of Ar- 
cot, and telling him that he was the 
King's Servant, ſuperior in every degree 
to the Company's Governor; and the 
next day ſaw Mr. Duptee, the Com- 
pany's Governor, aſſuring of the ſame 
Nabob, that Sir John's' power was con- 
fined to his own depattment, the Sea, and 
that he muſt look to him, as the Com- 
pany” s Governor, for every thing which 
related to the affairs of the Carnatic; 1 
thought it a moſt ridiculons farce: But 
this of yours will prove ten times more 
ſo: As to the meaning of your pending 
So D Bills, 


T 1 | 

Bills, when they arrive in India as Laws, 
how are the great men of the country to 
have them explained to them? Surely 
you do not expect the Lawyers to do it ? 
If they are applicd to ſeparately, they 
will give different opinions on the ſame 
Clauſes; if jointly, they will equally diſ- 
agree: Some will plead the ſpirit, and 
ſome the letter. Mr. Philip Francis, 
when there before, told them that he 
was the fifth part of a King: If you ſend 
him again, as Governor-General, (and 
there are people in town who affirm that 
that point is ſettled between you) he 
may aſſume the port of the King himſelf; 
but when he comes to talk of the Com- 
pany's intereſt in this, and the Com- 


pany's intereſt in that, how are they to 
know what he means? Will they not 
ſay, Why, Sir, your friend Mr. Jackall 
has declared to the whole Engliſh Dur- 
bar, chat we ſhould be no more teazed 

by 


xr. 


by that greedy old Bankrupt ſcoundrel? 
What are we to believe, or what are we | 
to think? You talk the very language 
of Governor Haſtings, who has been 
diſgraced, becauſe he did all in his 


power to ſave the Company. 


* friend Mr. Woodfall, in his 
Paper of the firſt inſtant, in telling us 
what you ſaid in your ſpeech, on this 
head, and on that head, ſays, _ 


„ Drxsrs due to the Company from 
« the Nabob of Arcot, 968,0121.; Rajah 
+ of Tanjore, 1 38,2501. ; the — 
N 993,804. 


„ He (Mr. Fox) difallowed, without 

Gs exception, upon the principles already 
* ſtated, with regard to the debt of 

« Mahomed Ally: He ſaid, the Na- 

£ bob could not attempt to pay his debt, 

D 2 *« without 


( 
* without attempting to 90 it from the. - 
„% Rajah ; por the Rajah without taking 
e it from ſome neighbouring Power; 
4 and all this with the aſſiſtance of the 


4 Company s troops, and at the expence 
« of the Company 8 treaſure,” 


Do you imagine, Sir, that all this will 
not be tranſlated and explained to theſe 
ſeveral Rajahs and Nabobs ? And have 
you/ſo poor an opinion of the ſagacity 
of Aſiatic Princes, as to imagine they 
will not avail themſelves of ſuch infor- 
mation, and quote your ownwordsto your 
on Agents, to prove their inability to pay 
their ſtipends; except by the means you 
point out, to enable them to pay up what 
; they ſtood engaged for to the Company! 2 
Thus fortified with your n expreſſions, 
What reply will your new Governor uſe, 
to. induce them 40 pay money which you 
lay yourſelf is nat juſiy due? 


. | | =>, 
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Ix the ſame Debate, as Wootlalk re. 

lates, General Smith mentioned ſome. 
private advices which he had received 

from India, in ſupport of the neceſſity 

of ſome immediate change of fyſlem. I 
do not know who the General's private 
correſpondents are; and yet, perhaps, 
I could give a very ſhrewd gueſs at them: 

But be they whom they may, it was, in 
my opinion, very poor authority to 
quote in ſuch. a place, in juſtification of 
a change of ſyſtem in the Aſiatic depart- 
ment, That the General has many mals 
content correſpondents there, no man 
doubts ; they have long looked for his 
return; when they expect the wages of 
all their ſeditious, and inflamatory infor- 
mation, which has done the Company's 
affairs, in rhis country, no ſmall. injury. 
Theſe correſpondents of General, Smith, 

and others of the yery immaculate Mr. 


Philip Francis, haye 590 embarraſſed 
the 


the hands of Seine in every part 
of India. 


* 


gu, I do aſſure you, that many hun- 
dred of the Proprietors of India Stock 
dread your ſyſtem, as much from an ap- 
rehenſion that you are already pledged 
to ſend Mr. Philip Francis and General 
Smith back again, in high ſtation, to In- 
dia, as from any other of your views. 
They do not, they cannot confider ſuch 
a meaſure as at all agreeing with the 
title of your Bill For the good of the 
« Proprictors.” Thoſe two men have, 
for years back, Sir, aſſured the Public, 
that Governor Haſtings had been ruining 


India. Mr. Francis in particular, as far 
back as the year 17735, gave it under his 
© || hand, that Governor Haſtings had accu- 
Il mulated i in thirty months, forty lacks of 
rupees for his own uſe. That aſſertion, 
* and fifty others equally fallacious, ſtand 
718 OY Et nov 
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how on record at the India-Houſe, and 


no man believes them. The power of 


the Commiſſioners, as the Bills ſtand now, 


is unlimited and undefined; and their 
inſtructions to the new Officers may be 
| kept as ſecret as they pleaſe. Do not, 
Sir, if you are wiſe, permit the old ſervants 
of the Company to be proſcribed at the 
will of theſe men. If you really and 


truly feel a cordial and real eſteem for 


Lord North, fince your Coalition with 


him, notwithſtanding all your former po- 


litical ſcurrility and abuſe, you have in- 


deed a great ſoul But that is not the 
caſe with Mr. Philip Francis. He can- 
not forgive, Wretched and miſerable in 
his own nature, his delight is to make 
others ſo : And for you, to ſubmit every 
Officer in India to the overbearing inſo- 
lence of General Smith, will be to make 
Daves of a Corps of Men, who deſerve 
better of their country. 


| Han 
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 arudgery of fitting down to write falla- 


16 


Un you but ſetn the” difordets and 


tonfuſions which'todk place in the Settle: 
ment of Calcutta, in the year 1774, on 
the arrival of General Clavering, Colonel 


Monfon, and Mr. Francis; or could 
you but conceive the evil conſequences 
which flowed therefrom, to the Public 
Intereſts, I do believe that you would fall 
on ſome means to prevent its happening 
again. Mr. Haſtings was then in the 
Government at Bengal, and every thing 
was quiet and in peace. He will be found 
there now; and I hope and believe, nay, 
pledge myſelf, that the New Meri will 


find all India in peace; and every thing 


prepared for them to reduce all expences 
within proper bounds. If they ſhall be 
honourable and good den which you 
fend, (and 1 pray to God they may be 
fo) they will not ſtoop to che mean 


cious accounts of the miſerable ſtate of 
; affairs 


| n 

affairs that they find things in; in order 
10 enhance their on good ſervices, in 
bringing round what will almoſt execute 
itſelf, with a little temper and a little pa- 
tience—T mean the total liquidation of all 
the Company's Debts at home and abroad; | 
and that the Provinces of Bengal alone 
will do, in leſs than five years, on the pre- 
ſent plan of its internal Government. 


Bur, Sir, if that moſt impolitic of all 
ideas ſhall be undertaken and purſued, af 
reſloring old expelled Zemindars and 
Rajahs, in the name of goodneſs, where 
will you begin, or where will you ſtop ? 
You have but two modes of conduct ta 
purſue : The firſt is amply to adapt the 
plans that your new Governors may find 
eſtabliſhed, when they arrive in India; and 
for them to go on with your own idea 
of governing your ſubjects there, by 
their own laws and cultoms ; infuſing, 


E by 
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by degrees, the generous and manly 
ſpirit of the Laws of England i into them; g 


or withdraw your fleets and ar- 
mies, and quit the country entirely. 
There is no third way, Sir, but ſuch as 
muſt inevitably lead to all the anarchy, 


confuſion, and diſorder, that temporary 
change of Syſtem, and change of Plan, 


| has for more than twenty years involved 


the National Affairs in Aſia. 


Ir I underſtand your Bills right, your 


ſeven Directors, by means of your New 


Government, are to make ſlaves of 


all the Engliſhmen in Aſia, in order to 
make the Afiatics breathe the ſpirit of 


Free Men. The moment you effect that, 


they will ſerve you as the Americans have 


done—ſend you back to your own 
country. CR. a 


I way 


Ins in the Houſe at your firſt open- 
Fe this buſineſs ; and ſaw, and heard, 
.and felt, the glow of pleaſure and hum 
of general applauſe Which buzzed throu gh 
| the whole Houſe, on your declaring, 
that your wiſh was to infuſe that ſpirit of 
equality into the inhabitants of India, 
which was the pride of Englihmen! ; 
and Had you called out at that inſtant, 
All you. above and below, who approve 
14 themeaſure; hold up your hands, every 
band, even mine, would have been inſtant- | 
I expanded But hen the delicious de- 
Urium was over, good God! exclaimed 
Ito myfelf, what is this witchery of 
| pony that fo beguiles the human mind 
of the uſe of reaſon! 15 It poſſible, 
_ [.thought I. that theſe great Englih Sena- 
tors whom Lee below me, warmed with | 
the fantaſtic idea of ſending forty pages of 
printed paper ten chouſand mils, to il- 
Jaminate and inſuſe into the: fouls, of 
al op twenty 
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twenty millions of Euſt- Indians, the glo- 
rious fpirit of Liberty, yet have never 
thought of fending one particle of com- 
fort or relief to a million of poor, in- 
Hocent Africans, doomed to the worſt of 
flavery, at one third of the diſtance, in 
dur own Sugar Inands ? Alas! Sir, that 
ſingle reflection deſtroyed in my mind 
all the powers of your eloquence! It is, 
thought I, damned deluſion all !—God's 
beſt gilt applied to the worſt of purpoſes! 
1 know that many of your aſſertions, re- 
lative to Governor Haſtings, were falfe 
and groundleſs; and L turned from you 
with difgaft ; eonvinced that the bad ſpl- 
Tit of Burke had polleſſed you. and in- 
duced you, © under fivdur of the credit 
you have wih the Houſe, to utter . 
from kirk they never r coult believe.” a! 
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| 4 * 10 81 1441.11 74 ic | £45; 1 a: 


Ir, Sir, INyas to draw from your far- 
mer e and me language, any 
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inference to your real Ramp) of character, 
1 ſheuld be obliged to conclude that you 
have no real enmity to Governor-Ge- 
neral-Haſtings ; but that when you have 
got him away, and ſupplied his place 5 
with your friends, your political rancour | 
will die away, and you will be ready 
and willing, on His arrival in Eugland. 
to introduce him te his Gracious Soye- 
reign, to receive the honours due to 
his integrity and his long ſervices. Should 
I be miſtaken, Sir, in this, 1 know Him 
too well, to be ſo i in what follows. He 
will not fly your wrath to come, but 
meet it with that manly front, with which 
he has at all times encountered the dif- 
OE EUR n of * | 


unity: ; charging all you have laid or 
done SO him, to party” prejudices, 
not your own; the peculiarity of your: 5K 
dent Nn and Political neecllity. 


As 
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As to the Chairman of the Select Com: 
tnittee, and*Compoſer of the Ninth Re- 


port, having) no! ſpleen to the men, ht 
will deſpiſe and forgive their extreme 
rancour tdwards him; well knowing that 


they will not dare to inſult him with a 


| repetition of their traſh; when he ig pre- 


ſent to defend himſelf ; and will blame, 


highly blame his friends, ſor having 


deigned to defend his character againſt the 


pitiful inſinuations of men ſo ſtrongly 


marked i in the public eye. Er 1 
: 7 _ 110 411 Tx „ wy | s 203 


1 WILL venture my opinion on the con: 


ſequences, of your Bills, if they Si into 
Laws in their preſent form; Before 


the time is out, Which they are ſaid, to 


be intended to run, other violent Ap- 


peals will be made to. Parliament; and 


then, if the nation has yet faith left n 
Popular Orators, they will be told, that 


norhing will do but taking the Terruo. 
rial 
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rial Revenue into the hands of the 
Crown, and laying the Trade to India 
open to all the world. From the firſt de- 


mand of the Miniſter on the Company 
for 400, O00 l. per annum, in 1766, the 


cataſtrophe was foreſeen,” and foretold, 
even by Mr. Burke himſelf : They have 
made regular advances on the privileges 
and property of the Company ever lince ; 
and now you, Sir, have made a grand 
ſeizure of their whole Patronage, to in- 


creaſe the Influence of the Crown, for 


the good of the Nation. I own I have im- 


bibed ſpleen enough, from recent cir- 


cumſtances, to wiſh that Lord North may 


live five years longer, and continue in 


the Miniſtry, that he may at once take a 
retroſpective view of all the good he 
will at that period have accompliſhed for 


the diſcontented People of this Nation; 


not only in the Weſtern and Eaſtern he- 
miſpheres, but alſo at home. 
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Tara was a part of one of your late 
ſpeethes, Sir, Which made me wiſh that 
L had died ſome time in 1763, or 1164: 
You expreſied a dread that the conduct 
of Mr. Haſtings might involve us in an- 
other war with France I have lived too 
long, Sir; when I have lived to hear a 
Miniſter of this Country talk of fearing a 
war with that faigh-breaking Nation. 
When did it happen that the Engliſh Na- 
tion was the aggreſſor in any former 
War with France? Never, as I can find, 
in the ſmall compaſs of my reading, 
Your expreſſing fears about it, will not 
keep you out of it whenever they are 
ready, any more than your crying to the 
Dutch procured yoy a peace. Imean not 
to offend you, Sir, but I wiſh that you 
would learn to talk in bolder language 
10 the Enemies of England, and leſs 
dclufive to your Fellow Subjects. 


I am, with all due reſpec, 


S I R, 
Your moſt obedient humble ſervant, 


JOSEPH PRICE, 


nt, N 101114 
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.FTER the , abaxe 1 bad. | been 


s ſent te he Preſs, J read. in or e ol 
the, ie; Nen pepen of Tyeſday che 2d a, 
Specch,, faid ig have been ſpoken in the 
Houſe. of Commons by Mr., Edmund. | 


Burke. Lam no ſtranger to that Gentle- 
man's talent at miſrepreſentation; but to 


his three years ſtudy of India-Houſe Re- | 
cpxda,; 1 beg, leave to .oppolc thirty years 
experience, and local knowledge of the 
Trade of India: For I am one of thoſe 
phenomenons ſaid, by Mr. Burke 3 in che 
above ſpeech, - never to \ have been teen in 
India a;grey headed European. He affixms, 
that Monopolics of Rige, and of Opium 
had; xuined Bengal 31,a9d.Ldeny ;that, a 
Monopoly, of, Rice eyer exiſted there, ar 
men CAN exaſt :;, Apd affirm, that the i 
Clauſe in the Ag, of, 2713, forbidding 


of + Yah — 
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Europeans to buy Rice in the Provinces, 
was as pernicious as it would be to forbid 
the Exportation of Wheat in chis coun 
im years of the greateſt plenty. This is a i 
fatr chat every Peri Who Knows any 
thing of India, could and perhaps did, 
införftr kim of: Bär the! Honourable 
Gentleman has lollig Veer im the habit 'of 
epting * from orie de- 
e, 6f People. lin 1b ela A nn 
Ack bal 10 ban 289 * 991113 K 
Tu Paina Opiitii 18 4 Monopbryi5e 
always has been'a Monopoly „except 'off 
remporary Secifibds:< hen che country 
was in War and olfuſlbh ; HE then it 
Was fs. Aduühérated ad mixed With die 
inferior 5 forts, at it would Dot ſell t 
a lack of the belt Went in this Vingdom 
was to bs mixed Wii ah equiP quanüüty 
of Nye, and in Arat fate” carrisd 10 
mabket, Would ine Meal: mem buy it to 
| make "the bell ür r T ſatity note 
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M Bengal, the Poppy which produces 
che pure Opium, ſo much ſoaght all over 
che TKaſl, grows in the Patua Province 3 
buy there is zu inſerior ſort produced at 
Rungpore, Bogglepore, and i in other pro- 
vinces in Bengal, which, if mixed witk 
che Patna Opium, ſpoils it as much as the | 
Rye would ſpoil. the Wheat. On this 
account, and for this reaſon, in all pe- 
riods of time, perſons have heen appoint- 
ed to ſecure this valuable article of the, 
| Bengal Export Trade in Opium. If Mr. 
Burke did uot know theſe:circumſtances, 
he was himſelf dactived—lf he does 
know them, he has deceived the Houle. 
I could follow this Gentleman into many 
other parts of his elaborate haraygue, 
and prove him to have been. equally mil- 
led, by his, informers or by his preju- 
dices, in melt of his facts and aſſertions. 


F 2 1 SAY 
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Is Ax again, chat from Neceſſity,” the 
Rice Clauſes in the Act of 1773, was and 


is connived at by the Government-at Ben- 
gal ; and that the Monopoly Clauſe in this | 
Act, relative to the Salt and Opium, will, 
from the ſame Neceſſity, be in future 
evaded. But the articles of Opium and 
Rice firhiſh mattef for abuſe and decep- 
tion in debate; and the Clauſe itſelf is 
held up to the Nation as a neceffiry act 
of humanity, though its operation, if car - 
ried into execution, would prove the direct 


contrary As the Honourable Gentle- 


man has long been in the habit of cofitra- 
dicting himſelf, or frequently changing 
his ſentiments on Indian Affairs; and 


| that the field of abuſe is wide enough to 


take in all his preſent ſpleen againſt tlie 


Company and its Servants, I with that he 


vould deſiſt from his atternpts to 'deftroy 
- the Aſiatie Cohmefee, by employing his 
eloquende -o lw hat he reaHy does not un- 


detain, 
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derſtand. If Mr. Gregory was notihime - 
ſelf an Indian, I would refer Mr. Burke 
to him, for proof of what I ſay on the 
Rice and Opium Trade of Bengal: | He 
has dealt largely in both articles; mb 
when he left that country laſt, had ſome 
grey hairs in his head, and was of courſe one 
of Mr. Burke's phenomenons : However, 
I believe that he does not with to be thou ght 
the only honeſt European 'who ever Was in 
that country. If the Right Honourable 
Paymaſter had but ſtudied the Scriptures 
as much as He ſays he has the old Records 
at the India-Houſe, he would have per- 
haps learnt the doctrine, of looking a lit- 
tle into his own conduct, and tlie conduct 
of his near Relations; which, if he has 
any feeling left, might have induced him 
to be more ſparing in his perſonal abuſe of 
others. Bad as the worſt Collector I ever 
Knew in India was, I had rather be that 
Vollector than à certain Collector of a 
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Lertain Weſtern Hand The Gentlematiy- 


eye can. pier Se the malt of ten thouſand 
miles, and diſeoyer Delinquents in the 
Eaſt; but 2 Defaultet from the Weſt, 
placed under his noſe, intruſted with Treas 
ſury Accounts, and his negr _ * 
his notice. | 


Ms. BukxE ſays, to be ſure Mr, Fox 
will name the Commiſſioners from amongſt 
his own friends ; ; for who ſhould. a re- 


| ſponſible Miniſter tr uſt but thoſe. On whom 


he can depend. Moſt certainly, ſuch is the 
practice, and ſuch ought to be the declared 
principle of action of every honeſt man in 


power. But I would aſk Mr. Burke, whe- 


ther Mr. Haſtings was not reſponſible for 
every act of his Government i in Bengal ; 


and on the ſame ground, had a right ta 
nominate the Inferior Officers of his Go, 
vernment ? He had an Agent at the Court 


of Oude | in 1774. but on the arriyal of 


Genen 


1 

General Clavering and his party, the ma- 
jorĩty of the Government was in them 7 
and, or MI Burke's- principle, they re- 
moved him and ſent up Mr. Briſtow, In 
17% Mr. Monſon died, and the power | 
reverted back to Mr. Haſtings; and he, 
again, on the ſame principle, removed 
Mr. Briſtow; and fent back his old and 
truſty Agent. Vet this conduct of the 
Governor General of Bengal, has been 
called by every harſh name the Engliſh 
language could ſupply, by this very Mr. 
Burke; who now very juſtly defends the 
fame conduct in his friend Mr. Fox. If 
L cared a ſixpence for Mr. Burke's opinion, 


a> . ——— * 
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as an honeſt, man, I would be at the trou- 
ble to refute in the ſame manner, from his 
publications, and from his ſpeeches in Par- 
hament, every one of his inyeterate haran- 
gues and miſrepreſented charges againſt the 
Governor-General of Bengal: But that isnot 
now / the queſtion; he ſtands. no more in 
ich the 
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the way; of the preſent Plan thar, Lord 
North does. The point is this: If we do 
not by one bold ſtroke manacle the 3 
he will f poil our leaſing. Money is equally 
the ſinew of every kind of war, whether 
of gun- powder, of paper, or of words; 
and Patronage can with more decency; be 
directed to all our purpoſes, than. ſolid gold; 
and Patronage we muſt have, or our Ma- 
jority cannot ſtand. Such is now. almoſt 
_ openlyayowed tobe the principle of a wa 5 
Where ſuch doctrine, and the accumulation 
of ſuch power as the Eaſt- India Patronage 
will lead, is the duty of every Engliſhman 
to conſider ; and that every Engliſhman 
might have an opportunity / to conſider it 
fairly, a reference of the queſtion to them, 
by a diſſolution of the Parliament, would 
be conſtitutional, expedient, and fair; and 


believe, very popular all over the — 
dom. But if the Bills becomè Laws in 


their . ſhape, it may be workh the 
while 
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